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NATIONAL SORORITY OF PHI DELTA KAPPA, INC.  

JUNE 2020   NEWSLETTER  
 

                                    
Dear Sorors, 

Another Sad Time in History 

 L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ά9ŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƻǊƻƴŀǾƛǊǳǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
American /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ with the majority of the 104,000 victims being African American. Then, 
overnight, the theme changed due to the spontaneous 8 minute 58 second film showing an unarmed, 
handcuffed, breathless black man, lying face-ŘƻǿƴΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻŦŦƛŎŜǊΩǎ ƪƴŜŜ ǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴ Ƙƛǎ 
neck.   What an unbelievable lasting image! 

The timing of this crime does not mean that the COVID-19 is over; that families have mourned their deceased 
family members; that first responders are no longer called to serve; that the country does not need to be 
cautious anymore; we no longer need to practice social distancing;  that students are back in school; employers 
have called workers back to jobs;  all the household bills are paid; our bodies are renewed after taking care of 
ill family members;  businesses are reopened; that we now gather at our churches to worship; restaurants are 
open to serve customers; or that we can hug and visit family and friends.  No!   It means that our primary 
worries related to COVID-19, on which we have focused for four months, moved aside to make room for 
another pandemic, the systemic racism in America. This racial pandemic has a tendency to stay dormant after 
sweltering and festering underground, and every now and then it rears its evil head with another violent attack 
on an African-American perpetrated by those in authority.  

In the midst of mourning for the life of Mr. George Floyd the boiling point of those who see themselves and 
family members as potential victims of systemic racism started to become hotter and hotter. The only 
acceptable manner of response to unrest has been a peaceful protest.   These peaceful protests through the 
years have resulted in some gains, or at least, voices were heard. However, this time, with the combined 
effects of the pandemic, i.e., no school, 104,000 deaths in 3 months, little work, loss of income, and the 
potential for bankruptcy, viƻƭŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŘŜǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ άǇŜŀŎŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ ƘŜƭǇƭŜǎǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘ 
the authority of those who initiate and project physical violence, the police, has become lost.   Therefore, cities 
are burning, families are homeless, young people are angry and our country is in crisis.            

Sorors, I pray for those who are victims; for those who are involved in the destruction of neighborhoods; for 
our children who are naïve, disappointed, and helpless; for our country which needs empathetic and fair 
leadership, not dogmatic punitive leadership; for our families who need supportive communities, and minds 
that are calm and peaceful. Do not be disheartened. God is our God during pandemic times and calm times, 
and He knows how much we can bear!  

 Be safe and be blessed.  

aƻǾƛƴƎ b{t5Y CƻǊǿŀǊŘΧΧ¢ƻƎether!  
Etta F. Carter, Ph.D.  26th Supreme Basileus      
 NSPDKSupreme@gmail.com 
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NOW LIVE! 

VISIT OUR RESOURCE SITE 

www.NSPDKAcademy.org 

or 

 visit our National Website  

and click  

the NSPDK e-Learning ribbon  

to link you to some amazing online web-based resources! 

www.nspdk.org 

http://www.nspdkacademy.org/
http://www.nspdk.org/
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NSPDK NATIONAL e-LEARNING ACADEMY CO MMITTEE 

https://imp.photoshelter.com/gallery-image/Edits/G0000k798xlZReg8/I0000nRZoNZqyb54/C0000aMLDg._V4eE
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JUNE HIGHLIGHTS é  

World 

World Environment Day ɀ June 5, 2020 
Climate Change, Conservation, Environment, Global Focus, Health, Wildlife  

 
World Environment Day urges all of us to protect our natural surroundings. The stunning facts? An estimated 7 
millio n people die each year from causes related to air pollution, with a majority occurring in the Asia-Pacific 
region. This day, which falls on June 5, encourages worldwide activism. That means everything from littering to 
climate change. World Environment Day is both a global celebration and a platform for public outreach. 
 
#ÈÉÎÁȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÎÏ× Ï×ÎÓ ÈÁÌÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ ÖÅÈÉÃÌÅÓ ÁÎÄ ωω ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÉÃ ÂÕÓÅÓȟ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
ςπρω ÅÖÅÎÔȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ country has demonstrated tremendous leadership in tackling ÁÉÒ ÐÏÌÌÕÔÉÏÎ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃÁÌÌÙȟȱ ÓÁÉÄ 
!ÃÔÉÎÇ (ÅÁÄ ÏÆ 5. %ÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ *ÏÙÃÅ -ÓÕÙÁȢ Ȱ)Ô ÃÁÎ ÎÏ× ÈÅÌÐ ÓÐÕÒ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÔÏ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÁÃÔÉÏÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ 5. ÆÉÒÓÔ 
established World Environment Day in 1972. 
 

https://nationaltoday.com/world/
https://nationaltoday.com/climate-change-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/conservation/
https://nationaltoday.com/environmental-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/global-focus/
https://nationaltoday.com/health/
https://nationaltoday.com/wildlife-holidays/
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U.S. 

Flag Day ɀ June 14, 2020 
American, Civic, Historical 

 
!ÍÅÒÉÃÁȭÓ &ÌÁÇ $ÁÙ ÍÁÒËÓ ÔÈÅ 3ÅÃÏÎÄ #ÏÎÔÉÎÅÎÔÁÌ #ÏÎÇÒÅÓÓȭ ÁÄÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ 5Ȣ3Ȣ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÆÌÁÇ ÏÎ *ÕÎÅ ρτȟ 
1777.  4ÈÅ ÆÉÒÓÔ ÆÌÁÇȟ ÔÈÁÎËÓ ÔÏ "ÅÔÓÙ 2ÏÓÓȭ ÓÅ×ÉÎÇ ÐÒÏ×ÅÓÓȟ ÆÅÁÔÕÒÅÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÍÅ ρσ ÒÅÄ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÓÔÒÉÐÅÓ ×e see 
today.  The number and arrangement of stars, however, has changed as the number of states have increased over 
the centuries. The current flag has remained the same since 1960. Will we ever go from 50 to 51? Read on for a look 
at some possible statehood candidates. And consider this a warmup for Independence Day ɂ in just 20 days. 
  

U.S. 

Juneteenth ɀ June 19, 2020 
American, Civil Rights, Cultural, Historical 

 
Juneteenth, which marks the end of slavery in the U.S., commemorates African American freedom ɂ while 
emphasizing education and achievement.  Texas became the final state to comply with the abolition of slavery in 
1865 ɂ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ Ô×Ï ÙÅÁÒÓ ÁÆÔÅÒ 0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔ ,ÉÎÃÏÌÎȭÓ %ÍÁÎÃÉÐÁÔÉÏn Proclamation. General Gordon Granger arrived 
in the city of Galveston to make the announcement on June 19. Attempts to explain this two-and-a-half-year delay 
have varied. 
Here is the notice that Granger delivered to the people of Texas:  
Ȱ4ÈÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÏÆ 4exas are informed that in accordance with a Proclamation from the Executive of the United 
States, all slaves are free. This involves an absolute equality of rights and rights of property between former 
masters and slaves, and the connection heretofore existing between them becomes that between employer and 
ÆÒÅÅ ÌÁÂÏÒÅÒȢȱ 
(Pictured above: The Juneteenth Memorial Monument at the George Washington Carver Museum in Austin, Texas.) 

https://nationaltoday.com/us/
https://nationaltoday.com/american/
https://nationaltoday.com/civic-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/historical-holidays/
http://nationaltoday.com/independence-day
https://nationaltoday.com/us/
https://nationaltoday.com/american/
https://nationaltoday.com/civil-rights/
https://nationaltoday.com/cultural/
https://nationaltoday.com/historical-holidays/
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U.S. 

Father's Day ɀ June 21, 2020 
Children, Extended Family, Family, Love, Parents 

                                                                                         
7ÈÅÒÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ×Å ÂÅ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÄÁÄÓȩ (ÏÎÅÓÔÌÙȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÈÏ× ÏÆÆ ȰÄÁÄ ÊÅÁÎÓȟȱ tell the same amusing jokes at 
Thanksgiving, or spin those charming childhood stories? But of course, there is far more to dads than their wardrobe 
choices and endless nostalgia for the 1970s. (Elton John, David Bowie, and Queen ɂ we get it.)  Still, dads are heroes. 
/Î *ÕÎÅ ςρ ÂÅ ÓÕÒÅ ÔÏ ÌÅÔ ÈÉÍ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÍÕÃÈ ÈÅ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÙÏÕȢ /Èȟ ÁÎÄ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÏ ÃÈÅÃË ÏÕÔ National Today 
News for last-ÍÉÎÕÔÅ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ $ÁÙ ÇÉÆÔ ÉÄÅÁÓȢ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

National Men's Health Month ɀ June 2020 
Activities, Fitness, Health, Menôs Health 

       
*ÕÎÅ ÉÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ -ÅÎȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ -ÏÎÔÈȦ 4ÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÉÓ ÁÌl about encouraging the men in your life to take care of their 
bodies by eating right, exercising, and working to prevent disease. The official symbol for the month is a blue ribbon 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÐÕÒÐÏÓÅ ÏÆ -ÅÎȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ -ÏÎÔÈ ÉÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÉÇÈÔÅÎ ÔÈÅ Á×ÁÒÅÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÐÒÅÖentable health problems and encourage 
early detection and treatment of diseases including cancer, heart disease, and depression. 
 

 

 
 

https://nationaltoday.com/us/
https://nationaltoday.com/children-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/extended-family-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/family/
https://nationaltoday.com/love-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/parents-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/news/
https://nationaltoday.com/news/
https://nationaltoday.com/activity-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/fitness-holidays/
https://nationaltoday.com/health/
https://nationaltoday.com/mens-health/
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#(),$2%.ȭ3 $!9 ɀ Second Sunday in June 

 
4ÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ÉÎ *ÕÎÅ ÉÓ ËÎÏ×Î ÁÓ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ States.  A day to honor the 
ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÖÅÓȟ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ $ÁÙ ÉÓ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÌÏ× ÄÏ×Î ÏÕÒ ÆÁÓÔ-paced lives, turn off the tech 
and refocus on the important things.  Taking one day may not be enough but using it as an opportunity to 
redirect our ÆÁÍÉÌÙȭÓ ÌÉÖÅÓ ÍÁÙ ÂÅ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÓÔÅÐ ÉÎ Á ÃÈÉÌÄȭÓ ÌÉÆÅȢ 
 

 

 

   

TEACHING STRATEGIES 

Innovative Ways to Make Coronavirus a Teachable Moment  
When the world feels dangerous, harnessing learning can provide some measure of clarity and 
perspective.  By Sarah Gonser  April 3, 2020 

 
The massive public health challenge of Covid-19, in spite of its many unknowns, offers teachers 
the unique instructional ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÔÁÐ ÉÎÔÏ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÉÎÎÁÔÅ ÃÕÒÉÏÓÉÔÙ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÒÕÓ ÁÎÄ 
deliver lessons that are timely, prompt kids to dig deep, andɂideallyɂprovide a modicum of 
comfort during a time of alarming headlines and copious misinformation. 
From simple concepts that work well for younger kidsɂlike why hygiene matters and how 
germs spreadɂto more complex topics like ethical decision-making, the science behind how 
viral infections work, or the mathematics underpinning pandemicsɂteachers are finding ways 
to help kids rise above the noise with unique, thoughtful lessons. 

THE MATH BEHIND PANDEMICS 
Math, often considered a strictly rational discipline, can play an important emotional and 
psychological role during uncertain times, giving students productive tools to battle fear and 
misinformation.  

 

Frank Wang, a math teacher and the president of Oklahoma School of Science and Mathematics, 
began teaching kids the math of epidemics during a summer program he taught in 2010 to 
students from Clark County, Nevada. At the time, it seemed like a lively way to make math more 

TEACHER RESOURCESΧ 

https://www.edutopia.org/profile/sarah-gonser
https://nationaldaycalendar.com/child-quotes/
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ÃÏÍÐÅÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÉÄÄÌÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÅÎÒÏÌÌÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ .Ï×ȟ ÈÅȭÓ Óhowcasing some 
of that content on Facebook and providing resources for middle and high school students to 
grapple with the mathematics behind how an epidemic grows and spreads. 

 

Ȱ7ÈÁÔȭÓ ÕÎÆÏÌÄÉÎÇ ÉÓ Á ÃÁÔÁÓÔÒÏÐÈÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÁÌÓÏ Á ÔÉÍÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ÒÉÃÈ ÍÁÔÈ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈ ÁÂÏÕÔ the 
concepts of calculusɂthe mathematics of change. For young people, it can be a way to motivate 
ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÍÁÔÈÅÍÁÔÉÃÓȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ 7ÁÎÇȢ Ȱ7ÈÅÒÅ ÔÅÁÃÈÉÎÇ ÁÂÏÕÔ Åxponential growth might 
have them scratching their heads in the classroom, now we can show that these models are 
being used in hospitals to calculate things like: how many ventilators, or how many hospital 
ÂÅÄÓȟ ×ÉÌÌ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄȩȱ 
 

In one scenario, Wang uses ÔÈÅ ,ÁÓ 6ÅÇÁÓ ÓÔÒÉÐ ÁÓ ÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÚÅÒÏ ÆÏÒ Á ×ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ ÅÐÉÄÅÍÉÃȢ Ȱ&ÏÒÔÙ 
million people visit tÈÁÔ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÁÔÃÈ ÏÆ ÌÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÓÔÁÙ Á ÃÏÕÐÌÅ ÄÁÙÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÎ ÇÏ ÂÁÃË ÈÏÍÅȟȱ 
ÓÁÙÓ 7ÁÎÇȢ Ȱ+ÉÄÓ ÃÁÎ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÓÅ models and change the parametersɂlike the 
ÉÎÃÕÂÁÔÉÏÎ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÒ ÍÏÒÔÁÌÉÔÙ ÒÁÔÅȢȱ 

VIROLOGY AND BIOLOGY 
Students in anatomy ÁÎÄ ÐÈÙÓÉÏÌÏÇÙ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒ 3ÃÏÔÔ *ÏÈÎÓÏÎȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÁÔ #ÅÎÔÕÒÙ (ÉÇÈ 3ÃÈÏÏÌ ÉÎ 
Bismarck, North Dakota, already completed a unit on virology, so for an upcoming lesson on the 
respiratory system, he plans to have his students examine an article about how the coronavirus 
impacts the body in an effort to provide what the National Science Teaching Association calls 
3D Learningɂa scaffolding of learning that more closely reflects real-life scientific inquiry.  
 

Ȱ*ÏÈÎÓÏÎȭÓ ÇÏÁÌ ÉÓÎȭÔ ÔÏ ÌÉÍÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÕÎÉÔ ÈÅȭÓ ÃÏÖÅÒÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÒÁÔÈÅÒ ÔÏ ÆÉÎÄ ×ÁÙÓ ÔÏ 
explore a wider lens and encourage ÄÅÅÐÅÒ ÌÅÁÒÎÉÎÇȟȱ writes Stephen Noonoo for EdSurgeȢ Ȱ(Å 
ÁÓËÓ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÅÖÁÌÕÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÏÕÒÃÅÓ ÏÆ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÒÅÁÄÉÎÇ ÁÎÄȟ where possible, gets 
them to think about how other disciplines, such as biology or the social sciences, are involved. 
The idea is to get students to think like scientists and consider the sequence of questions that 
need to be asked and answered in order to ÍÁËÅ ÓÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÒÕÓȢȱ 

JOURNALISM 
Teaching students to become storytellersɂto find and tell the unique stories that exist as a 
result of living through the pandemic, accurately and compellinglyɂis a powerful learning 
experience that not only helps prepare kids to become civically engaged, productive adults, but 
also to process the extreme changes thÅÙȭÒÅ ÃÏÐÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÓ Á ÒÅÓÕÌÔ ÏÆ ÃÏÒÏÎÁÖÉÒÕÓȢ 
 

Ȱ&ÏÒ ÔÅÅÎÁÇÅÒÓȟ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÄÁÙ ÉÓ ÁÎ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÌÉÖÅÓɂso much happens in one day, in one 
moment. So theÙȭÒÅ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÎ ×ÁÙÓ ×Å ÄÏÎȭÔ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÁÓ ÁÄÕÌÔÓȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ ,ÅÁÈ #ÌÁÐÍÁÎȟ 
managing editor and foÕÎÄÅÒ ÏÆ 0"3 .Å×Ó(ÏÕÒ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔ 2ÅÐÏÒÔÉÎÇ ,ÁÂÓȢ Ȱ3Ï ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÅÅÉÎÇ 
ÉÓ Á ÒÅÁÌ ÒÅÃËÏÎÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÁÔȟ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÔȢ !ÎÄ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÅØÐÒÅÓÓ ÔÈÅmselves 
by making videosɂnot just for their friends, but for people outside of that spaceɂis really 
powerful and allows them to explain what that feels like." 
The PBS unit, which runs labs in 150 schools teaching students video journalism, offers a free 
curriculum called Making Sense of Coronavirus that helps teachers get started on teaching 
students to cover the basics of local video journalism from their homes. 

MAKERS OF HISTORY 
When teachers ask students to journalɂin writing, sketches, videos, or other forms of 
expressionɂthey are harÎÅÓÓÉÎÇ Á ÐÏ×ÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÏÏÌ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÁÎ ÏÕÔÌÅÔ ÆÏÒ ËÉÄÓȭ ÆÅÅÌÉÎÇÓȢ !Ô 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/619236552264862/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/619236552264862/permalink/619237588931425/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/619236552264862/permalink/619296438925540/
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/02/here-is-what-coronavirus-does-to-the-body/#close
https://www.nationalgeographic.com/science/2020/02/here-is-what-coronavirus-does-to-the-body/#close
https://www.nsta.org/about/positions/3d.aspx
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2020-03-09-what-science-classes-are-teaching-students-about-coronavirus
https://studentreportinglabs.org/news/coronavirus/
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the same time, journaling allows students to create a record of their daily lives at a time when 
the new normal stands in stark contrast to life even just one month ago. 
 

Ȱ7ÈÅÎ ÆÕÔÕÒÅ Èistorians look to write the story of life during coronavirus, these first-person 
ÁÃÃÏÕÎÔÓ ÍÁÙ ÐÒÏÖÅ ÕÓÅÆÕÌȟȱ writes Amelia Nierenberg for The New York TimesȢ Ȱ(ÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÉÓÎȭÔ 
usually told by the bigwigs of the era, even if they are some of its main characters. Instead, it is 
often reconstructed from snapshoÔÓ ÏÆ ÏÒÄÉÎÁÒÙ ÌÉÖÅÓȢȱ 
 

Bryan Shaw, a social studies teacher at Ygnacio Valley High School in Concord, 
California, created a Covid-19 Student Journal assignmentɂa simple one-pager that provides 
guidance for students to record changes in their communities, in the country, and the world at 
large, and then asks them to critically analyze it and develop their own interpretations. The 
document recently went viral and has been adapted into ten versions in at least four languages, 
says Shaw. 
 

Ȱ)ȭÖÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÒÅÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÃÕÒÒÉÃÕÌÕÍȡ ÈÏ× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÉÎÇȩȟȱ 
ÓÁÙÓ 3ÈÁ×Ȣ Ȱ!Ô ÌÅÁÓÔ ψυ ÐÅÒÃÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÏÎ &ÒÅÅ ÁÎÄ 2ÅÄÕÃÅÄ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÁÎÄ ÓÏ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ 
real Wi-Fi access issues, ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÎÏÔ Á ÆÁÎ of too much learning on a computer. So this is 
ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ËÉÄÓ ÃÁÎ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ Á ÃÏÍÐÕÔÅÒȟ Á ×ÁÙ ÔÏ ÔÈÉÎË ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙȟ 
ÍÙ ÎÅÉÇÈÂÏÒÈÏÏÄȟ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÍÅȢȱ 

ASKING HARD ETHICAL QUESTIONS 
Now that students around the world are grappling with the realities of life during a pandemic, 
there is ample opportunity for teachers to fold current events into lessons and provide 
opportunitiesɂespecially for middle and high school age kidsɂfor debate and critical thinking. 
When done well, writes Linda Flanagan for KQED, these may open the door for students to 
experience empathy, self-reflection, and even personal growth. 
 

For example, teachers might take on the news reports from Italy where doctors, facing an 
overburdened healthcare system in the Northern part of the country, must decide which 
patients stand a better chance of survivingɂand then deny care to the sickest. With this type of 
sensitive topic, teachers might give students the opportunity to opt out, or pick another subject, 
such as exploring the digital divide and reflecting on the social justice issues that it raises. 

MEDIA L ITERACY 
Teachers caÎ ÐÌÁÙ ÁÎ ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÐÁÒÔ ÉÎ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÉÎÇ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÓËÉÌÌÓ ÁÔ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÔÒÕÅ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÈÁÔ ÉÓÎȭÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÉÔ ÃÏÍÅÓ ÔÏ ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ ÎÏ×ȟ ×ÈÅÎ online hoaxes abound. 
In a 2016 study, Stanford education and history professor Sam Wineburg and a team of 
ÒÅÓÅÁÒÃÈÅÒÓ ÓÕÒÖÅÙÅÄ ÎÅÁÒÌÙ ψȟπππ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ρς ÓÔÁÔÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÏÎÃÌÕÄÅÄ ÔÈÁÔȡ Ȱ/ÖÅÒÁÌÌȟ 
ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÓÏÎ ÁÂÏÕt the information on the Internet can be summed up in one 
×ÏÒÄȡ ȬÂÌÅÁËȭȟȱ 7ÉÎÅÂÕÒÇ ×ÒÏÔÅȢ 
 

Students need to learn how to evaluate sources on their own, and the best way to do that is to 
teach them to think like professional fact-checkers. In a piece for Education Week, Wineburg 
noted three guiding principles teachers can tap into when teaching media literacy: 
Read laterally: While students tend to read vertically, fact-checkers read laterally, Wineburg 
writes, leaving the original page to open up new tabs and read more deeply from other sources, 
and dig into other ways to verify a story. 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/30/style/coronavirus-diaries-social-history.html
https://docs.google.com/document/d/116FGQA0w7uAbu1vJLAx2jnHeWljyrM0GvH4h1tRH7uA/edit?fbclid=IwAR0HdX3G_stpH4ncvsoROAhmYd8gpaXSdvkD5aykmczYvJ55MX2dy7mpDXQ
https://www.kqed.org/mindshift/53701/what-students-gain-from-learning-ethics-in-school
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/12/world/europe/12italy-coronavirus-health-care.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/coronavirus-has-made-the-digital-divide-more-dangerous-than-ever/2020/03/29/7ed054e0-706a-11ea-b148-e4ce3fbd85b5_story.html
https://time.com/5803936/coronavirus-misinformation/
https://purl.stanford.edu/fv751yt5934
https://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2016/11/02/why-students-cant-google-their-way-to.html


 
 

11 
 

$ÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÕÓÔ ÔÈÅ ȬÁÂÏÕÔȭ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎȡ &ÁÃÔ-checkers never evaluate the veracity of a site based solely 
ÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÉÔÅȭÓ ÄÅÓÃÒÉÐÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÉÔÓÅÌÆȢ 4ÅÁÃÈ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÌÅÁÖÅ the page, google the name of the 
ÏÒÇÁÎÉÚÁÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÒ ÉÔÓ ÌÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐȟ ÒÅÁÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÓÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÉÔȟ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÎÅÒÁÌÌÙ ÇÏ ÂÅÙÏÎÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÁÂÏÕÔȱ 
section. 
 

Scroll to the bottom of search results: Fact-ÃÈÅÃËÅÒÓȟ 7ÉÎÅÂÕÒÇ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȟ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÔÒÕÓÔ ×ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ 
results pop up at the top of, say, a Google search on a topic. Rather, they scroll way down to the 
ÂÏÔÔÏÍ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÁÒÃÈ ÒÅÓÕÌÔÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁËÅ ÕÐ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ï×Î ÍÉÎÄ ÁÂÏÕÔ ×ÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÒÅÁÄ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÕst. 
 

Ȱ.ÏÎÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÒÏÃËÅÔ ÓÃÉÅÎÃÅȢ "ÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÎÏÔ ÔÁÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȟȱ 7ÉÎÅÂÕÒÇ ×ÒÉÔÅÓȢ Ȱ)Î ÆÁÃÔȟ 
some schools have special filters that direct students to already vetted sites, effectively creating 
a generation of bubble children who never develop the immunity needed to ward off the toxins 
that float across their Facebook feed, where studeÎÔÓ ÍÏÓÔ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÎÅ×ÓȢȱ 
 
 
 

 

SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 

4 Ways to Celebrate High School Graduation This Year  
With coronavirus school closures extending into the fall, districts are coming up with clever 
alternatives to give seniors the graduation ceremony they deserve. By Nora Fleming, Emelina Minero April 29, 2020 

 
In high schools, the last few months of the school year are typically filled with a flurry of 
celebrationsɂprom, pep rallies, yearbook signingɂculminating in the final rite of passage for 
seniors: graduation. 
 

But coronavirus school closures this spring have upended the traditional pomp and 
circumstance, leaving students across the country, especially seniors, feeling untethered and a 
ÂÉÔ ÌÏÓÔȢ Ȱ) ÆÅÌÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÄÉÓÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÅÄȟ ÃÈÅÁÔÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÆÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎ ×ÈÅÎ ÁÌÌ ÏÆ ÍÙ ÍÉÌÅÓÔÏÎÅ ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅÓ 
were ÃÁÎÃÅÌÅÄȟȱ ÓÈÁÒÅÄ #ÈÁÒÌÏÔÔÅȟ Á ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÉÎ !ÔÌÁÎÔÁȟ ×ÈÏ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÓ ÉÆ ÓÈÅ ×ÉÌÌ ÇÅÔ to wear her 
ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÏÎ ÒÏÂÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÃÁÐȢ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÈÁÒÄ ËÎÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ) ÍÉÇÈÔ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÒ ÓÅÅ ÍÙ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÉÎ 
ÉÔÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅÔÙ ÅÖÅÒ ÁÇÁÉÎȢȱ 

 

Although a number of states have already deciÄÅÄ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÎȭÔ ÒÅÏÐÅÎ ÓÃÈÏÏÌÓ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÙÅÁÒȟ 
many districts are still waiti ng for news from state leaders, making it a challenge for 
administrators to plan, and many have left the graduation decision unresolved. 

Courtesy of Gabe Shakour 

Pioneer Valley Regional School in 

Northfield, Massachusetts, is celebrating 

their graduation at the Northfield Drive-In 

this year. 

 

https://www.edutopia.org/profile/nora-fleming
https://www.edutopia.org/profile/emelina-minero
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For students, ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÌÅÆÔ ÔÈÅÍ ÆÒÕÓÔÒÁÔÅÄȟ ×ÅȭÖÅ ÈÅÁÒÄȢ Ȱ) ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
reason behind waiting for more information to be gathered before making any large decisions, 
ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÉÓ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÃÏÐÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÌÅÓÓ ȬÍÁÙÂÅÓȭ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÂÙ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÁÄÍÉÎÉÓÔÒÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÅÖÅÒÙ×ÈÅÒÅȟȱ 
said Olivia, Á ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÉÎ (ÉÌÌÓÄÁÌÅȟ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ÈÅÌÐÆÕÌ ÔÈÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÍÅ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÙ 
school right now would be some answers. I want to know what the plan is if graduation and 
other activities are canceled. Are they out of the question entirely or just postponed? Will they 
ÔÁËÅ ÏÎ Á ÎÅ× ÆÏÒÍȩȱ 

 

But while many districts are still undecidedɂor have set a later date for graduation and are 
hoping for the bestɂother districts have come up with clever alternatives to give seniors a 
send-off at the end of a tumultuous school year. 

RECOGNIZING SENIORS 
With or without a decision on an in-person graduation, a number of districts are finding ways 

to recognize and commemorate seniors now. 
Caseville Public School honored its graduating Class of 2020 
by displaying each senior on streetlamp banners through 
town, which seniors will get to keep. 
In the Caseville Public School district, in Caseville, 
Michigan, banners with every senÉÏÒȭÓ ÃÌÁÓÓ ÐÈÏÔÏ 
have been hung on lampposts that line the streets in 
ÔÏ×Î ɉÔÈÅÙȭÌÌ ÇÅÔ ÔÏ ËÅÅÐ ÔÈÅÍɊȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÉÎ (ÉÌÌÓÄÁÌÅȟ 
New Jersey, a parent organization at Pascack Valley 
High School distributed yard signs with the message, 
Ȱ#ÌÁÓÓ ÏÆ 2020ɂ#PVStrongɂWeȭÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕȦȱ ÆÏÒ 
local families to display. Every Friday night at 8:20 
ÐȢÍȢ ɉςπȡςπ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÔÉÍÅɊȟ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÆÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ ÆÉÅÌÄ 
lights are lit up for 20 minutes and 20 seconds to 
recognize the Class of 2020.Since everyone is stuck 
inside, a number of schools, including Pascack Valley 
High, have turned to social media platforms like 
Instagram or other digital tools to commemorate 
seniors publicly. 

Schools have posted senior class photos to showcase 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȭ ÃÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÁÃÃÅÐÔÁÎÃÅÓȟ ÁÃÃÏÍÐÌÉÓhments in 

high school, or just memories through the years. Others are creating virtual yearbooks that 
students can sign or ÍÁËÉÎÇ ÖÉÄÅÏÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÅÁÃÈÅÒÓȭ ÒÅÆÌÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÂÏut each student. And at Vernon 
Hills High School, in Vernon Hills, Illinois, Principal Jon Guillaume spent four hours painting a 
ÍÕÒÁÌ ÁÔ ÈÉÓ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÖÅÒÙ ÓÅÎÉÏÒȭÓ ÎÁÍÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÄÓ Ȱ3ÅÎÉÏÒÓȡ .ÏÔ &ÏÒÇÏÔÔÅÎȢȱ 4ÈÅ 
final, celebratory video has already amassed over 77,000 views. 

GOING VIRTUAL 

Palm Beach County School District in southern Florida has committed to holding virtual 
graduation ceremonies for all 23 of its high schools in May that will air on local TVɂComcast 
and AT&T U-verseɂÁÎÄ ÓÔÒÅÁÍ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅȢ $ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÒÔÕÁÌ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȟ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ 
and their families will hear prerecorded messages from speakers, edited together in the flow of 

Courtesy of Caseville Public School 

 

https://www.sanluisobispo.com/news/local/education/article242171861.html
https://www.facebook.com/HanoverAreaSchoolDistrict/posts/229076558429681
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/vernon-hills/ct-vhr-principal-tribute-coronavirus-tl-0416-20200409-24u3uuxmpfbvnjkzlmpeqrduiq-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/vernon-hills/ct-vhr-principal-tribute-coronavirus-tl-0416-20200409-24u3uuxmpfbvnjkzlmpeqrduiq-story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dROUHyDJqnM&feature=youtu.be
https://palmbeachschools.org/students_parents/health_services/coronavirus_disease_2019__covid_19/messages_to_parents_and_staff/april_15__2020
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a traditional graduation ceremony, and their names will be announced with their photo 
displayed. Similarly, Natomas Unified School District , in Sacramento, California, will broadcast 
a graduation video on YouTube and the district website that includes prerecorded graduation 
speeches. 
Other districts have looked outside the school system to give students something special this 
year. On social media platforms, educators have asked celebrities like John Krasinski, from the 
TV show The Office, and even Barack Obama to record graduation speeches or messages for 
seniors. iHeartRadio, a music and podcast app, is also hosting a podcast of Class of 2020 
commencement speeches from well-known celebrities, like John Legend, Jimmy Fallon, and 
Hillary Clinton, on May 15. 

Meanwhile, some students are even taking matters into their own hands. Ruby Allison, a 
senior at Hunter College High School in New York City, and about 10 of her classmates built a 
replica of their school on Minecraft to host a virtual graduation. Instead of the typical 
speeches, it will be an opportunity for the almost 150 seniors to connect as a group one last 
ÔÉÍÅȢ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÃÁÎ ÊÏÉÎ Á ÇÒÏÕÐ ÃÁÌÌȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÔÒÅÁÍÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ×ÈÏ ÄÏÎȭÔ 
have Minecraft. 

STAY IN  YOUR CARS 
The Hanover Area School District, in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania, for exampleɂand others, 
like Pioneer Valley Regional School, in Northfield, Massachusetts, and Idaho Falls School 
District #91, in Idaho Falls, Idahoɂare turning to a relic from the past: the drive-in movie 
theater. 

Hanover Area School District families in Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania, will be celebrating their seniors at the 
Garden Drive-In. 

In Wilkes-Barre, the Hanover district is hosting their 
graduation at the old Garden Drive-Inɂa local staple 
that families have enjoyed for generations. The 
ceremony will kick off with a car parade at the high 
school led by the local police officers and firefighters. 
In a single-file line, families will slowly drive five 
miles to the theater, greeted by socially distanced 

staff, cheerleaders, and the marching band along the way. At the drive-in, a prerecorded 
ceremony, with messages from the principal, valedictorian, and salutatorian, will play on the 
big screen, while families will tune in to the radio to listen. 

.ÁÔÈÁÎ "ÁÒÒÅÔÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÓÔÒÉÃÔȭÓ ÓÕÐÅÒÉÎÔÅÎÄÅÎÔȟ ÓÁÙÓ ÔÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÐÌÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÏÎ ÈÁÖÉng a cap toss at 
ÔÈÅ ÅÎÄ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÔÁËÅÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒÂÏÏËȢ Ȱ)ÔȭÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÄÅ 
ÓÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÎÎÏÕÎÃÅÍÅÎÔȟȱ ÓÁÙÓ "ÁÒÒÅÔÔȟ ÒÅÆÅÒÒÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×Ó ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÃÌÏÓÕÒÅȢ Ȱ7ÅȭÒÅ 
creating great attention for these students who thought they were losinÇ ÏÕÔȢ 4ÈÅÙȭÒÅ ÁÃÔÕÁÌÌÙ 
ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÓÏÍÅÔÈÉÎÇ ÍÏÒÅ ÓÉÇÎÉÆÉÃÁÎÔ ÔÈÁÎ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÙȟ ÉÎ ÍÙ ÏÐÉÎÉÏÎȢȱ 

https://www.sacbee.com/news/local/education/article242324121.html
https://twitter.com/coachzim_/status/1250067566430650380
https://twitter.com/Choosepeacelove/status/1250482893648003074
https://www.rollingstone.com/music/music-news/iheartmedia-commencement-speeches-2020-covid-coronavirus-983582/
https://people.com/human-interest/meet-the-teen-who-saved-prom-and-graduation-using-minecraft/
https://grownandflown.com/favorite-high-school-graduation-idea/
https://www.masslive.com/news/2020/04/graduation-at-the-drive-in-under-new-ownership-northfield-drive-in-plans-to-host-high-school-commencements.html
https://www.ktvb.com/article/news/education/school-district-eastern-idaho-to-hold-graduation-ceremonies-at-drive-in-theater/277-0440945d-b454-45de-a947-acc48a199563
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In Kentucky, Boyd County High School recently announced that it would be hosting a drive-
through graduation in mid--ÁÙȢ ,ÅÄ ÂÙ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÈÏÏÌȭÓ ÖÁÌÅdictorian and salutatorian, students and 
their families will drive through a designated loop in the high school parking lot while 
prerecorded speeches from school staff and students are broadcast over the radio. Students will 
be able to get out of their car at a designated spot to have their name called and their picture 
taken; photos will be distributed afterward to families for free. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRADUATION,  THE SOCIAL  DISTANCING VERSION 

Other schools are planning a hybrid in -person and virtual graduation ceremony to adhere to 
social distancing mandates while giving students the 
experience of walking across a stage to get their 
diploma. New Jersey parent organization at Pascack Valley 
High School distributed yard signs to local families to 
celebrate seniors. 
Marshal County School District, in Marshal County, 
West Virginia, for example, is scheduling small groups 
of seniors to come to the high school and walk across 
the stage, six feet apart from their peers, and receive 
a prop diploma from the principal, who will wear a 
mask and gloves. (An official diploma will be mailed 
to students later.) A videographer will film each 
student to make a compil ation video afterward, and a 
representative from the Health Department will be on 
hand to ensure that safety protocols are followed. 

 

  

Courtesy of Elena Spathis A 

 

 

http://jmhs.mars.k12.wv.us/wp-content/uploads/sites/5/2020/04/ProceduresFromShelbyHaines_JMHS-Admin.pdf
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Looking for Middle School 
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    NSPDK MOVING FORWARD TOGETI9wΧ 

 

 

ZOOM 
        ZOOM 

9Ǉǎƛƭƻƴ !ƭǇƘŀΩǎ мst Chapter 
meeting on Zoom with 36 Sorors! 

ZOOM 

NSPDK e-Learning 
Academy Committee 

1st Zoom meeting 
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Midwest Region on the Move! 

Greetings from the Mighty Midwest! Throughout it all, we still stand tall and believe in making 
a difference in our communities. The month of May we celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week 
and saluted ouǊ LƭƭǳǎǘǊƛƻǳǎ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ ƻŦ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ƻǊƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ tƘƛ 5Ŝƭǘŀ Kappa, Inc. We are in 
this together, we continue to foster a Spirit of Sisterhood, we continue to Move NSPDK 
Forward, by Every Soror Participating! 
 
In the Midwest Region we had Sorors that were recognized as Teacher of Year. In Chi Chapter, 
Detroit, MI Soror Patricia Reed as Teacher of the Year at Keidan Special Education Center. 
Congratulations Soror Patricia!  Also, during Teacher Appreciation Week several Chi Chapter 
members placed white ribbons in and around their homes on behalf of Henry Ford Health 
{ȅǎǘŜƳΩǎ ²ƘƛǘŜ wƛōōƻƴ /ŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƛƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ /h±L5-19 first responders. Great Job Chi! 
 
 In Tau Chapter, Indianapolis, IN Soror Mary Woods was a finalist for Teacher of the Year and 

she is also the Tamiouchos for Tau. Congratulations Soror Mary! 

In MU Chapter, Chicago, IL a few Sorors gathered with students for a service project. Great 

Job MU! 

Lƴ ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ DŀƳƳŀ !ƭǇƘŀ /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ƛƴ /ƻƭǳƳōǳǎΣ hI ǇŀƛŘ ƘƻƳŀƎŜ ǘƻ 

ƻǳǊ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ /ƘŀǊǘer members, and Past Basilei via Zoom! The Supreme Basileus Etta. 

F. Carter, Regional Director, Tiffany M. Pritchett, and past Regional Director Emma Henderson 

were present. Great job Gamma Alpha! 

!ƭǇƘŀ ·ƛ ŀƴŘ DŀƳƳŀ wƘƻ {ŀƭǳǘŜŘ ƻǳǊ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƳŜƳōŜrship meetings via Zoom! 

Great job Alpha Xi and Gamma Rho! 

!ƴŘ ƪǳŘƻǎ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ aƛŘǿŜǎǘ {ƻǊƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŜǊǎΩ 5ŀȅ 

celebration on May 23, 2020! It was great seeing everyone. I deeply miss assembling with the 

Midwest for our Spring Conference. 

 Epsilon Xi and Sigma Chapters of the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa, Inc. have been 

invited to join a coalition of leaders and non-profits working to address the impact of COVID-

19 on Cincinnati's African American and other vulnerable populations. The coalition launched 

in March by Cincinnati City Councilmember Jan-Michelle Lemon Kearney and Renee Mahaffey 

Harris, President & CEO of the Center for Closing the Health Gap.  

Congratulations Sigma and Epsilon Xi! 

Midwest Sorors! Continue to Rock What You Got! 

Tiffany M. Pritchett 
Midwest Regional Director 
2019-2023 
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